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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1, (currently amended) Jn a communication system comprising a plurality of access points 
and a mobile station, wherein the mobile station is currently associated with a first access point, a 
method comprising the steps of, at the first access point: 

receiving a first transmission at a first signal quality from the mobile station; 

receiving a second transmission that indicates a second signal quality at which a second 
access point is receiving transmissions from the mobile station; 

comparing the first signal quality with the second signal quality; and 

when the second signal quality is greater than the first signal quality, signaling the second 
access point to initiate a handoff with the mobile station , wherein the second access point 
responds bv sending a disassociation message to the mobile station to disassociate with the first 
access point, wherein the disassociation message is addressed as if it originated from the first 
access point . 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of transmitting to the 
second access point any buffered packets destined to the mobile station. 

3, (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the second transmission is received from the 
second access point. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of receiving a third 
transmission that indicates a third signal quality at which the mobile station is receiving 
transmissions from the second access point. 
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5. (currently amended) The method of claim 4 further comprisinE wh e rein th e st e p - o f 
signaling that is performed when the third signal quality exceeds a threshold. 

6. (original) The method of claim 4 wherein the third transmission further indicates a fourth 
signal quality at which the mobile station is receiving transmissions from the first access point. 

7. (original) The method of claim 6 wherein the step of signaling is performed when the 
third signal quality is greater than the fourth signal quality. 

8. (original) The method of claim 4 wherein the third transmission is received from the 
mobile station. 

9. (withdrawn) In a communication system comprising a plurality of access pointo and a 
mobil e station, wher e in the mobilo otation is currently associat e d with a firot access point r a 
mothod comprising the st e ps of, at the first acc e ss point: 

roociving a fir.it transmission at a first oignal quality from - th e mobile station; 

receiving a second tranomisoion that indicates a s e cond signal quality at which a second 

acces s point is rec e iving transmissions From the mobil e station ? 

comparing th e first signal qua l ity with tho second signal quality; and 

wh e n th e second signal quality is great e r than the first signal quality, transmitting - a 

dioaosociation message to th e mobilo station. 

10. (withdrawn) ¥hc m e thod of claim 9 furth e r comprising tho r . top of receiving a third 
transmission - that indicates a third signal quality at which tho mobile station is roociving 
transmissions from tho second access point. 

1 1 . (withdrawn) Tho method of claim 10 wh e r e in the step of transmitting is performed when 
the third signal quality exc e eds a pr e determined threshold. 
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12. (currently amended) The method of claim W4 wherein the second transmission is 
received from the second access point, and wherein the third transmission is received from the 
mobile station. 



13 . (currently amended) In a communication system comprising a plurality of access points 
and a mobile station, wherein the mobile station is currently associated with a first access point > a 
method comprising the steps of, at the first access point: 

receiving at least one transmission that indicates a first signal quality at which the mobile 
station is receiving transmissions from the first access point, a second signal quality at which the 
mobile station is receiving transmissions from a second access point, and a third signal quality at 
which the second access point is receiving transmissions from the mobile station; 

comparing the first signal quality with the second signal quality; 

comparing the third signal quality against a threshold; and 

when the second signal quality is greater than the first signal quality and when the third 
signal quality exceeds the threshold, signaling the second access point to initiate a handofT with 
the mobile station , wherein the second access point responds bv sending a disassociation 
message to the mobile station to disassociate with the first acce ss point wherein the 
disassociation message is addressed as if it originated from the first access point . 

1 4. (original) The method of claim 13 wherein the first signal quality and the second signal 
quality are received via at least a first transmission from the mobile station, and the third signal 
quality is received via a second transmission from the second access point. 
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15, (currently amended) In a communication system comprising a plurality of access points 
and a mobile station, wherein the mobile station is currently associated with a first access point, a 
method comprising the steps of, at a second access point: 

recei ving a transmission at a given signal quality from the mobile station; 

signaling the first access point with the given signal quality in which the transmission 
was received from the mobile station when the given signal quality exceeds a predetermined 
threshold; ai*4 

sending a transmission to the mobile station to disassociate with the first access point 
when a handoff trigger is received within a predetermined time period from the first access pointy 
and 

transmitting a disassociation message to the mobile station, wherein the disassociation 
message is addressed as if it originated from the first access point . 

1 6. (original) The method of claim 1 5 further comprising the step of increasing the 
predetermined threshold when the handoff trigger is not received from the first access point 
within the predetermined time period. 

17. (original) The method of claim 15 further comprising the step of transmitting a message 
to the mobile station to disassociate from the first access point 

18. (withdrawn) The method of claim 15 further comprising tho fitop of tran s mUtinfi -a 
^ association message to the mobile station, wherein tho disaooociation message is uddrossod as 
if it originat e d from th e first aocooo point. 

19. (original) The method of claim 15 further comprising the step of signaling the first 
access point to forward any buffered packets destined for the mobile station after the step of 
transmitting. 
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